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Out of Competition Testing (OOCT) 
Frequently Asked Questions 
 
1. Why is testing done? 

 
Greyhound Racing Victoria (GRV) is committed to maintaining the highest level of integrity in greyhound 
racing and setting world leading standards in doping control and animal welfare. Out of competition 
testing (OOCT) is one strategy to help ensure that racing is fair and safe for all its participants. It also 
provides a major deterrent to the small minority of people in the sport who would deliberately attempt to 
influence the outcome of a race via the use of prohibited substances. 
 
In addition to increasing numbers of pre-race and post-race samples, GRV increasingly conducts OOCT on 
all registered greyhounds, irrespective of whether the greyhound is nominated for, or engaged it, an 
event.  i.e. GRV Stewards can take any sample from any greyhound at any time. 

 
2. How is testing carried out? 

 
OOCT may involve the collection of a urine, blood or hair sample from a greyhound outside of the normal 
race day sampling process. Although urine is generally the preferred sample type for testing for the vast 
majority of prohibited substances, as substance detection capabilities expand, blood and hair samples will 
be more commonly obtained, to further broaden the scope of testing.  
 
Greyhound blood collection is a common veterinary procedure that most participants would have 
witnessed during their involvement with greyhounds. This may have been by their own veterinarian or 
during the swabbing process. While this can be performed from several locations in the greyhound, it is 
most commonly done from the neck to reduce the chances of complications that may occur. Ultimately 
the decision of where the sample is obtained lies with the attending veterinarian who will assess the dog’s 
demeanor and confirmation and choose the most appropriate location considering these factors.  

 
There is a robust chain of custody from the place of sampling to the laboratory, and within the laboratory 
there are rigorous procedures to ensure sample integrity.  

 
3. Will my greyhound be fit to race after blood collection?  

 
The skin over the collection site is cleaned with an isopropyl alcohol wipe, which cleans the skin and 
reduces the risk of infection due to the blood collection. The blood which is taken from the greyhound is 
no more than twenty milliliters. Assuming the average greyhound has at least three liters of blood, this is 
around 0.5% of their total blood volume. This amount would be replaced very shortly after the sample is 
collected, have no effect on the greyhound’s hydration status and not require any recovery period due to 
this sampling.  
 
The most common complication observed following blood collection is a haematoma. This is caused by 
some blood leaking from the collection site into surrounding tissues. The presenting signs which may 
indicate a haematoma has occurred following blood collection are some minor swelling at the collection 
site. There is no evidence to suggest that a haematoma on the neck would have any impact on the 
performance or welfare of a greyhound. The needle which is used is in line with other veterinary blood 
collection guidelines and is not expected to cause any significant pain and is similar to what the dog 
experiences during routine vaccination or therapeutic administration.  
 
To minimise the chances of this occurring, please follow the attending veterinarian’s instructions 
regarding positioning of the greyhound during collection and placing pressure on the collection site for 
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one to two minutes after the sample has been obtained. This pressure helps the injection site to clot 
preventing further bleeding, allows leaked blood to diffuse and reduces the risk of localised swelling.  
 

4. What substances does OOCT test for? 
 
Out of Competition sampling tests for those substances deemed to be Permanently Banned Prohibited 
Substances and includes the metabolite, isomer or artefact of any of the substances specified in 
Greyhounds Australasia Rule 79A (2). 
 
For example, this list includes erythropoiesis-stimulating agents (EPO), growth hormones, insulins, 
anabolic androgenic steroids, illicit substances, etc. The list of Permanently Banned Prohibited Substances 
should be viewed by all greyhound owners and trainers. 
 

5. What if my greyhound has been treated with a prohibited substance? 
 
A positive sample in an OOCT can only result from the detection of a permanently banned prohibited 
substance. Prohibited substances that are routinely tested for in race day samples may also be detected 
by the laboratory but are allowed to be present in an OOCT. Participants must ensure that if treating their 
greyhound with a prohibited substance that they keep their Treatment Records (GAR 84A) up to date and 
advise Stewards at the time of OOCT if they have administered a prohibited substance.  
 
The prohibited substance should only be possessed if registered, labelled and appropriately obtained, and 
where a veterinary prescription is required, it should have been appropriately prescribed and dispensed 
by their veterinarian. The administration of the prescribed prohibited substance should only be under the 
direction of their veterinarian, who prescribed the substance to an animal under their care after having 
taken all reasonable steps to ensure a therapeutic need existed for that substance.  
 

6. What can happen if I refuse to allow a sample to be taken from my greyhound? 
 
The aim of OOCT is to catch and deter those participants that have doped, or may consider doping, their 
greyhounds. OOCT is intended to instill both industry and public confidence that GRV, as the regulator, is 
committed to ensuring a level playing field without doping. To ensure this confidence, it is vital that a 
sample can be taken from any greyhound at any time. Any participant that prevents, attempts to prevent, 
interferes or attempts to interfere with the carrying out of a sample may be charged with an offence 
under GAR 86 (h). GRV will treat matters involving such conduct by a participant very seriously. 
 
In addition to serious penalties that may be imposed by the Racing Appeals and Disciplinary Board in 
relation to a breach of GAR 86 (h), the relevant greyhound will be scratched from any Event in which it has 
been nominated to compete and will be ineligible to be nominated for any further Event until such time as 
a sample is taken that produces a negative result as per GAR 79A (3). 
 

7. Where can I find more information about Permanently Banned Prohibited Substances? 
 
More information is available on the website https://greyhoundcare.grv.org.au/rules-of-racing/ 
 
The list of Permanently Banned Prohibited Substances is found under GAR 79A (2). 
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